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COURSE	OUTLINE	
Advance	Topics	in	Geographic	Information:	

Understanding	Our	Use	of			
		Geospatial	Technologies	

	
	 			 				

	
Office	Hours:	Thursday	at	2:00pm													
Office	Location:		DTB	A237	
Contact:	chrisbone@uvic.ca	
	
COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
This	course	forces	us	to	critique	how	we	use	geospatial	technologies.	GIS	and	related	technologies	are	
widely	seen	as	an	ideal	approach	for	addressing	a	range	social	and	environmental	issues,	but	rarely	do	we	
perform	 constructive	 critiques	 regarding	 our	 use	 of	 such	mechanisms.	 Using	 indigenous	 territory	 and	
environmental	degradation	as	topics	of	inquiry,	we	will	develop	and	critique	web	mapping	applications,	
mobile	apps,	and	story	maps	with	regards	to	how	such	technologies	create	specific	forms	of	knowledge,	
power,	and	exclusion.	We	will	be	working	with	multiple	community	organizations	and	utilizing	both	open-
source	and	proprietary	software	to	develop	a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	 the	benefits	and	
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WEEKLY	CALENDAR	
	
WEEK	ONE:	JANUARY	9TH	
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WEEK	FIVE:	FEBRUARY	6TH	
LECTURE:	PRESENTATIONS	
• Team	presentations	of	Indigenous	Mapping	Project	Phase	I	
	
LAB:	CUSTOMIZING,	PUBLISHING,	AND	TESTING	WEB	CONTENT	
• Testing	workflows	between	QGIS,	Leaflet,	and	Wordpress	

	
	
	
WEEK	SIX:	FEBRUARY	13TH
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WEEK	TEN:	MARCH	13TH	

LECTURE:	SPATIAL	ANALYTICS	
• Presentation	of	the	City	Soils	Healing	Project	by	Steeve	Deschenes,	GeoBC	
• Developing	web	mapping	applications	
• Reading:	Esri.	2017.	Spatial	Analytics.	Last	accessed	on	December	14,	2017	at	

http://www.esri.com/products/arcgis-capabilities/spatial-analysis.		
	
LAB:	MAKING	MOBILE	MAPS	
• Introduction	to	Web	App	Development	in	ArcGIS	Online		
	

	
	
WEEK	ELEVEN:	MARCH	20TH	

LECTURE:	PRIVACY	AND	SECURITY	WITH	GEOSPATIAL	TECHNOLOGIES	
• Adhering	to	legal	requirements	with	location-based	information	
• Respecting	individual	privacy	on	the	geoweb	
• Reading:	Elwood,	S.	and	A.	Leszczynski.	2011.	Privacy,	reconsidered:	new	representations,	data,	

practices,	and	the	geoweb.	Geoforum,	42(1):	6-15.	
	
LAB:	MAKING	MOBILE	MAPS	
• Refining	Web	Applications	in	ArcGIS	Online		
	
	

	
	
WEEK	TWELVE:	MARCH	27
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ASSIGNMENTS	
	


